
10th Grade English Language Arts 

Ms. Miller 2017-2018 

Email- KMiller@CastlefordSchools.org  

Topics of Study: The timeline below shows an approximate calendar of language arts topics 
we will be studying this year. These topics were selected based on 10th grade common core 
standards. In addition to the topics of focus by month, vocabulary with a focus on Greek and 
Latin roots, prefixes, suffixes, and also rules of grammar will be introduced and practiced each 
week throughout the school year.  

Interactive Notebooks: Students will be given a composition book and will be using it as an 
English/language arts interactive notebook. These notebooks will be part of the daily work grade 
and will be collected regularly and scored according to neatness, completeness, and quality of 
student reflections and student work. Students will receive a rubric as a scoring guide to 
highlight expectations for student work. 

Expectations for class: Students need to arrive on time to class with the materials they need. 
I expect every student to arrive with paper, a writing utensil, colored pencils, a scissor, and glue. 
(Students can keep glue/scissors in the classroom if they would like).  

Rules: I have three class rules that seem to encompass most of what can occur during class 
time. They are as follows. 

Be Safe Be respectful         Follow Directions 

 

September: Short Stories: Application of elements of literature and skills to short story text.  Examples 
follow. 

The Masque of the Red Death, by Edgar Allen Poe 

Raymond’s Run, by Toni Cade Bambara 



Geraldo No Last Name, by Sandra Cisneros 

The Lottery, by Shirley Jackson 

October: Narrative and personal narrative-focus on narrative writing 

November/December- Novel: Night, by Elie Wiesel- application of literary skills to novels 

January-January 15- Intro to persuasive writing-focus on persuasive reading and writing 

Semester2 
January 16-continue with persuasive writing 

February-Poetry- figurative language, poetry structures and terms, writing poetry 

March- Informational writing- informational writing structures and writing an informational article 

April-Drama-Focus  on listening and speaking within the context of Language Arts AND performing 

May: Novel-To be announced 

———————————————————————————————— 

Grading Policy:    

50%  Daily work 

20% Projects, 

30% Quizzes and Tests 

Late work- Daily work will be accepted up to one week after assigned. However, each day late 
reduces the overall grade. One day late reduces the score by 10%, and each day after that by 
5%. If a student handed in an assignment one week late, the score would be reduced a total of 
30%. If assignment is not turned in after one week, the score will become zero. 

Extra credit-Extra credit will not be given as an alternative to class work. It may be given if 
there are special circumstances that need to be addressed.  



Cell Phones: Cell phones will not typically be used in class. They will be ‘parked’ in a cell phone 
pocket chart during class. 


