
DRAMA CLASS SYLLABUS 

Overview:  Welcome to drama!  This class will focus on the basics of theatre arts, 
including theatre history, basic terminology, visual aspects, methods of acting, and how to 
successfully audition for a part.   

General Guidelines:   
1. Be prepared and in your seat before the tardy bell rings.  Tardies will affect your 

grade, your progress, and the progress of the group.  No talking will be allowed 
before class.  Get your equipment and go directly to your seat when you enter the 
room. 

2. Each student must be in his/her assigned seat AT ALL TIMES.  There should not be 
any changing of seats without permission of the instructor.  This is essential for rapid, 
accurate roll checks and class organization. 

3.   Bring a folder with paper or binder with paper and pockets to class every day.  Also 
bring a writing utensil and a highlighter to class every day.  There is no text for this class, 
so you will be taking lots of notes and getting lots of handouts.  You will be tested over 
these.  Also be prepared to bring items from home to use as props or costumes. 

4.  You MUST participate in your group’s performances.  Absence from a performance 
without five days written notice from the parent(s) or guardian(s), and approval of the 
director will affect your grade.  Unexpected, sudden  illness or family emergencies are 
the only reasons excusable for missing a performance and will not affect your grade, but 
a written excuse from the parent(s) or guardian(s) of the student will be expected.  An 
excused absence from a performance will require the student to do make-up work.  A 
copy of the performance schedule will be given out in class as soon as it becomes 
available.   

5.  No food, drink or gum is allowed in the classroom.  Bottles of water, however, are 
strongly recommended.  This is good to remember as there is not a drinking fountain in 
the room. 

6.  One person will be allowed to leave the classroom during the period.  Any restroom 
use etc., needs to be done before or after class.  If there is a medical reason for needing to 
leave the room during class, there must be written consent from the parents and a written 
doctor’s excuse. 

8.    In the event that I am gone, the class president will take over instruction.  You will be 
expected  to give him/her more respect than you give me, as well as the substitute teacher.   
People who are problematic will spend one hour detention with me, receive a write-up, 
and the parents will be contacted.  Do not embarrass yourselves or me when I am gone.   



Classroom Conduct 

1. Follow directions the first time and when they are given. 

2. Be respectful of classroom equipment, yourselves, fellow group members, and the 
instructor. 

3. Keep hands, feet and objects to yourselves. 

4. Only complete folders/binders and water containers are allowed in the classroom.  Leave 
the make-up, magazines, homework from another class, etc., in your lockers.  No food, 
drink or gum is allowed in the classroom. 

5. No whining about other students, classroom procedures or activities. 

6. Leave your personal problems at the door.  Bring a positive attitude to class each day so 
we can all HAVE FUN! 

Consequences for Unacceptable Behavior 

First Warning:  Student will be reminded of the classroom guidelines above. 

Second Warning:  Student will meet immediately after class with the instructor for a conference, 
and parents will be notified.  One afternoon of detention will be spent with the instructor. 

Final Warning:  Student will be asked to leave class and will not return until a conference with 
the parents or guardian and principal can be arranged.   

Tardies: The school’s tardy policy will be followed in the event of excessive tardies. 

Three Repeat Offences:  A special behavior contract will be created between the instructor, the 
student, the parents or guardians, and the principal.  Possible removal from the course for the 
remainder of the year may also occur.   

***Please remember that this class is a privilege.  Behavior that destroys the good of the group 
will not be tolerated.  It is not fair to the other students or the instructor. 



Drama Grading System 

Points may be earned in the following manner: 

1.      Daily participation. 
30.      Performing at scheduled events. 

                          5-50    Periodic quizzes and tests over material covered in class. 

Other ways to earn points (30 points maximum extra credit per semester): 

  10 Perform a solo or accompany a group. 
10. Audition for an honor group. 
10. Participation in a music/dance/theatre group outside of Castleford School 

District. 
10. Participation in Solo/Ensemble Festival. 
10. Participation in a local or school production. 
15.      Attend a concert or production and fill out a concert review, also 

providing the ticket stub or program. 

Points may be lost for the following: 

1-5 Lack of participation. 
2 Gum, candy, or food in mouth, or present in the room. 
1. For each missing required material for class. 
30. Unexcused absence, inappropriate behavior, or leaving early during a 

performance. 
                          1-5     Disrupting rehearsal or whining. 

5. Unexcused absence from class. 
3 Unexcused tardy to class or performance. 
5           For each absence.  No matter what the reason, you need to make up your 
time missed from class.  If you do not make up your time missed, you will not 
perform on the upcoming production, and suffer those consequences mentioned 
above.  You may only be missing two rehearsals.  It is not fair to the students who 
have been in rehearsal every day.  If you miss dress rehearsal, you will not 
perform in the production and  receive a failing grade for that performance.  BE 
HERE. 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH SCHOOL POLICY 

 Four weeks before a field trip of any kind, I will be doing grade and attendance checks.  
If you are not passing 4 out of 5 of your classes, you will have until 5 days before travel to raise 
your grades.  If you are still failing more than one class at that point, you will miss the trip.  Also, 
you need to be in good standing with your attendance.  The school’s attendance policy for 
academic credit will be followed for eligibility for travel. 

NEW THIS YEAR:  If you have one “pink slip” (disciplinary referral) during the school year, you 
will still be allowed to travel with your performing group.  If you have two pink slips, your 
parent/guardian will need to chaperone you, or you won’t be allowed to travel with your 
performing group.  If you have three pink slips, you will not be allowed to travel at all. 



Scope & Sequence 

Week 1:  Syllabus & guidelines, creative activities. 

Week 2:  foundations, basic terms, etc. 

Week 3:  history of theatre, Shakespeare. 

Week 4:  make-up, costumes, acting methods, character analysis/biographies. 

Week 5:  shadow theatre, auditioning for a part. 

Week 6:  start production, read through script. 

Week 7:  blocking. 

Week 8:  prop and costume acquisition, sound effects. 

Week 9:  rehearse. 

Week 10:  rehearse. 

Week 11:  dress rehearsal, production. 

Week 12:  reflection of production, review, final exam. 



To the Parents: 

Please read this handbook and go over it with your young Thespian.  
Please fill out, sign and date the below information, detach, and return to 
me by Monday, September 14, 2015.  Thank you for your time and 
consideration, and please feel free to contact me at school if you have 
and questions or concerns. 

Sincerely,  

Jennifer Schoth, Music/Drama Instructor. 
537-6511 

I have read the drama syllabus, and understand the rules and guidelines 
of the class. 

Student signature ________________________________________ 
Date__________ 

Parent or Guardian signature______________________________ 
Date_____________ 


