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 University of Idaho
English 101, Introduction to College Writing 

Dual Credit Course Syllabus!
High School Dual Credit Teacher: Elly Loman
University of Idaho Faculty Liaison:  Barbara Kirchmeier!!
COURSE GOALS AND LEARNING OUTCOMES !
English 101 is an introductory college-level composition course that focuses on strategies for 
critical reading, generating ideas for writing, planning and organizing material, and for revising 
and editing. It is intended to prepare you for the demands of college reading and writing. In this 
course, we focus on reading critically, understanding the basics of rhetoric (the art of 
communicating effectively to audiences), controlling writing with a main idea, and beginning to 
properly incorporate source material into your own writing.  !
By the end of the course, a successful student should be able to... !

1. Quickly and accurately grasp the main point of college-level and professional prose. 
2. Understand how rhetors  (writers, speakers, and advertisers) present their ideas in view of 

their probable purposes, audiences, and occasions. 
3. Develop a central idea or argument logically, supporting and illustrating it clearly. 
4. Understand the basics of how to present ideas as related to, but clearly distinguished 

from, those of others: i.e., paraphrasing, summarizing, and correctly citing and 
documenting borrowed material. 

5. Understand the basics of synthesizing arguments. 
6. Use a variety of strategies for generating ideas and arguments. 
7. Understand that writing is a process, one that requires continuing and recursive invention, 

rereading, and revision processes. 
8. Know and be able to use several strategies for revising effectively. 
9. Proofread accurately in order to produce writing that maintains the conventions of 

Standard Edited English. 
10. Give and receive constructive feedback from peers. 
11. Use electronic environments for drafting, reviewing, revising, editing, and sharing texts. !

Of course, we expect that you’ll be able to do some of these things already. !
PLEASE NOTE: The University of Idaho’s student code of conduct exists to educate students in 
understanding their rights and responsibilities as members of a safe, civil, and ethical academic 
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community.  It applies to all registered students, including dual credit students.  Complete 
information can be found at www.uidaho.edu/DOS/judicialaffairs/studentcodeofconduct !
DEADLINES !
Administrative Deadlines !
The university has certain deadlines of which you need to be aware if you want to drop the 
course at some point during the term.  These dates are posted on the Dual Credit website 
(www.dualcredit.uidaho.edu) under Dates & Deadlines.  It is your responsibility as a U-Idaho 
Dual Credit student to know these dates. !
Go to the site, find the dates that pertain to your high school and enter them on this syllabus in 
the appropriate sections below.  Then have your teacher verify they are correct.  Please Note: 
This is a requirement of the course. !

• Last day to drop the course without a W and receive 100% refund:  _________________ !
• Last day to withdraw from the course with a grade of W; no refund: _________________ ! !!

COURSE REQUIREMENTS !
There will be four major writing assignments, plus a final portfolio. !

• Essay One :  Comparative Ad Analysis 
• Essay Two:  Rhetorical Analysis of an Argument 
• Essay Three:  Response to an Argument 
• Essay Four:  Synthesizing Arguments 
• Final Portfolio !

GRADING !
This is a pass/fail course at the University of Idaho, meaning that the only passing grade is a P. 
Non-passing grades are an N (for No Pass) or F (for failure).  !
You will receive scores on all four of your major essays, on drafts of all the essays, and on all 
your daily assignments from your high school instructor. In the last weeks of the term, you will 
prepare your writing portfolio, which will determine your grade in the University of Idaho 
course. !

http://www.uidaho.edu/DOS/judicialaffairs/studentcodeofconduct
Exploring Your Learning History Through an Artifact
Rhetorical Analysis of a Social Networking Site

http://www.dualcredit.uidaho.edu
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Your Final Grade in the Course: Your final grade is comprised of two parts—a grade from 
your course instructor (me) and the evaluation of your final portfolio (assessed by faculty in the 
English department at the University of Idaho).  !
First, you must get a grade of 70% or higher in order to receive a Pass (P) from your instructor. !
Secondly, you will submit a final portfolio that represents your best work in English 101 as 
evidence of your readiness to move into English 102.  Two other University of Idaho English 
department faculty will evaluate your final portfolio, assigning grades of either Pass (P) or Not 
Ready/No Pass (N).  You must earn a Pass (P) on the portfolio in order to pass English 101.  A 
rating of Pass on your final portfolio means that your writing demonstrates readiness for the 
challenges in English 102. !
If the grade recommended by your course instructor conflicts with the grade you have earned on 
your final portfolio, the Writing Committee (WC) will read your portfolio and decide whether 
you can pass the course. Your final grade in the course will be determined in the following 
manner: !

!!!!
In other words, you must earn a Pass on your portfolio in addition to the work you did during the 
term in order to pass English 101. It is possible to do passing work during the term but not 
produce a passing portfolio. In such a case, you will earn an N (Not Ready/No Pass) in the 

!
Instructor  
Grade !

!
Reader 1

!
Reader 2

!
Final Grade

P P P P
P P N P
P N P P
P N N WC Review
N P P WC Review
N P N N
N N P N
P No Portfolio No Portfolio F
F P P F
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course, and you will have to retake the entire course. For this reason, it is very important to 
take the final portfolio seriously. !!
Your instructor will recommend an F in the course if you fail to submit any major assignments 
or if you fail to submit homework that constitutes the process points under each essay 
assignment.  !
If you withdraw from the course before the last day to drop the course without a W, nothing will 
appear on your transcript. If you stay registered for the course after that date, you will receive 
one of the following grades. Only the P is a passing grade.  !!

!
POLICY ON PLAGIARISM IN ENGLISH 101 !
At the University of Idaho, we assume you will do your own work and that you will work with 
your instructor on improving writing that is your own.  Plagiarism—using someone else’s ideas 
or words as yours own without proper attribution--is a serious matter. !
 !
The Council of Writing Program Administrators defines plagiarism in the following way: 
“In an instructional setting, plagiarism occurs when a writer deliberately uses someone 
else’s language, ideas, or other original (not common-knowledge) material without 
acknowledging its source. This definition applies to texts published in print or on-line, 
to manuscripts, and to the work of other student writers.” (From “Defining and 
Avoiding Plagiarism:  The WPA Statement on Best Practices,” http://wpacouncil.org/
node/9).!

   P Stands for Pass. A P has no effect on your GPA, but you earn three credits toward the 
128 you need to graduate. You must earn a grade of 70% or higher and pass your 
final portfolio to earn this grade in the end.

   W Stands for Withdrawal. 
    N Stands for No Credit or No Pass. It also means “Not Ready for English 102.”  A 

grade of N has no effect on your GPA, but it does mean that you need to take the 
course again. 

    F Stands for Failure. A grade of F has a negative effect on your GPA. If you fail to 
hand in any major writing assignment or do not make a good-faith effort on your in-
classwork, you will automatically earn an F.  An F is assigned to students who fail to 
submit the required work.

    I Stands for Incomplete. Under very unusual circumstances you could be assigned an 
Incomplete in the course if an emergency, accident, illness or death occurs within the 
last two weeks of the semester that make it impossible for you to complete the 
course. In such a case, we will arrange a reasonable contract that stipulates the 
timeframe in which you will complete the requirements of the course.

http://wpacouncil.org/node/9
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 !
The consequences of plagiarism:!
 !
If evidence of plagiarism is found in student work in English 101, the instructor is empowered by 
Regulation 0-2 of the general catalog to assign a grade of F for the course, a penalty that may be 
imposed in particularly serious cases. In most cases of plagiarism, the instructor will also make a 
complaint to the Dean of Students Office, which is responsible for enforcing the regulations in 
the Student Code of Conduct. So in addition to the academic penalty of receiving an F in the 
course, you may also be subject to other disciplinary penalties, which can include suspension of 
expulsion. Although such severe penalties are rarely imposed for first-time offenders, the Dean 
of Students Office maintains disciplinary records as part of a student’s overall academic record.!
Instructors may demonstrate that a paper involves plagiarism in two ways: 10 by identifying the 
source, and 2 by showing the discrepancy of style between previous papers and the paper I 
questions.!
 !
If a paper involves misuse of sources or other materials--which the CWPA defines as when a 
writer “carelessly or inadequately [cites] ideas and words borrowed from another source”-- the 
instructor may ask you to rewrite the paper, using correct forms of documentation.!
 !
When you need to use words or ideas from another person—whether an idea, a picture, a 
powerful statement, a set of facts, or an explanation—cite your source! !!!
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UNIT 1  
SCHEDULE AND DAILY WRITING ASSIGNMENTS !
*************** 
DAY 1 !
• Read pp 256-261 in The Allyn & Bacon Guide (“Understanding Image Analysis”). 
• Do the “Class Activity: Designing Ads Competition” assignment. !

Class Activity: Designing Ads Competition (20 points) !
For this activity, you will all work individually to create the best ad campaign for 
“Gloopers” (see the “Designing Ads” box on pg 260 of The Allyn & Bacon Guide), the class 
will vote on the best overall concept. The top two winners get 20 points extra credit (or 
something). !
1. Do the “Designing Ads” box on pg 260 of The Allyn & Bacon Guide. 
2. Create an ad campaign for Gloopers that addresses the following four categories: 

a. Target audience for campaign. 
b. Core message or campaign concept. 
c. Best positioning for this campaign in the media landscape. [What media will you 

use? Where will the ads appear? (There can be more than one place.) What 
justification do you have for this?] 

d. Plan to build a brand image and create brand loyalty. !
3. Look at your classmate’s Gloopers campaigns. Cast a vote for the top two - include a brief 
explanation of why you think it’s the best campaign. YOU CANNOT VOTE FOR YOUR OWN 
CAMPAIGN.  !
The campaign that gets the most votes will win 20 points (or whatever) extra credit. !
*************** 
DAY 2 !
Essay 1 Prep Work: Analyzing the Target Audience (15 pts)  

Directions: !
1. Choose a set of ads that you plan to analyze for Essay 1.  !
2. Note the print magazines in which each ad originally appeared.  !
3. Now do some research on each magazine: you can either find a print copy of the magazine at 
a local store, or look the magazine up online – all of these magazines have associated 
websites. !
4. Analyze the target audience for the magazine: that is, decide who the magazine is attempting 
to reach by paying attention to things like the titles and content of the articles, the ratio of 
pictures to text, even the colors and font used in the magazine. You might try imagining one 
particular reader - think of things like gender, age, race, economic situation, where they live (in a 
city, suburb, out in the country?), what they care about, etc. For an example of how to do this, 
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watch the “Finding Target Audience through Context Analysis” presentation. Then write your 
target audience analysis as a complete, polished paragraph, using the following template: “The 
target audience for [Magazine 1] is [describe the target audience concisely]. [Provide evidence 
to support your claim in the form of other advertisements, article titles, and the ratio of text to 
images if you’re looking at a print source, and features, images, categories, links, and online 
article titles if you’re looking at an online source.]”  !
Then do the same thing for the context of the second ad. !
*************** 
DAY 3 !
• Read pp 261-265 (“How to Analyze an Advertisement”) 
• Do the “Essay 1 Prep Work: Analyzing Ad Features” assignment.  
• Begin drafting Essay 1, Draft 1. !

Essay 1 Prep Work: Analyzing Ad Features (15 points)  

This assignment is designed to help you generate a lot of “raw material” for your comparative ad 
analysis essay.  !
1. Read through all of the categories and questions under “Strategies for Analyzing the 
Compositional Features of Print Ads” on pp 261-263.  !
2. Fill in the “Comparing Ads” chart (below). !
CHART: Comparing Ads  !
Category for Analysis Ad 1 (name product/brand) Ad 2 (name product/brand) 

Details of ad. What elements 
are included in the ad, and 
why are they included? (Why 
do you think the ad 
incorporates these things 
rather than other things? What 
effect are they designed to 
have on the target audience?)  

Social significance. What do 
the things and people included 
in the ad mean, socially and 
culturally speaking? That is, 
what associations might they 
have for viewers of the ad? 
Knowing this, why did the ad 
creators choose to include 
them?  
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People in ad. If there are 
people, how are they 
presented? What “story” can 
you read into the ad? What are 
these people doing What are 
there expressions, and what 
does that tell you about the 
emotion in the ad? What effect 
is this designed to have on the 
ad’s viewer? !
(If there are no people, just put 
“N/A” in the boxes.) 

Composition. How are the 
visual elements of the image 
arranged within the frame of 
the ad, and what effect does 
this have on the viewer of the 
ad? 

Angle and Vantage Point. At 
what angle is the image 
presented, and what effect is 
this designed to have on the 
viewer of the ad? (For 
example, a camera focused in 
tightly on someone’s face or 
on a product helps to create 
an emotional connection with 
the viewer). 
 
Lighting and color. What kind 
of lighting is used in the ad – is 
it shadowy, naturally lit, bright, 
dark? What is the color 
scheme? What effect might 
this have on the viewer? 

Page design. What effects 
does the actual design of the 
ad – amount of text, font style 
and size, placement on the 
page, lettering, etc. –  have on 
the viewer? 

Language of ad. How does 
the text used in the ad connect 
to the visual images? What is 
the style of the language, and 
what effect might that have on 
a viewer?  
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!
*************** 
DAY 4 !
• Do the “Essay 1 Prep Work: Making a Comparison” assignment.  !!

Essay 1 Prep Work: Making a Comparison (15 points) !
This assignment is designed to help you begin your comparative analysis of the two ads. !
1. Review your “Comparing Ads” chart.  !
2. Come up with a statement that sums up the main (interesting) difference between the two ads 
in a nutshell. An example formula for such a statement would be “While [Advertisement 1] relies 
on [dominant persuasive strategy] to convince [the target audience of the ad] that [what it’s 
trying to convince them of], [Advertisement 2] uses [a different strategy] to persuade [it’s target 
audience] of [what it’s trying to convince them of].” !
Note: this statement, or a version of it, might be used as your thesis statement for Essay 1. !
3. Then think carefully and write a paragraph about what we as readers of your analysis might 
learn about how advertisers sell this product, and/or what the significance of this product is to 
today’s world – what do we learn about it? Why is it interesting, or what difference does it make? 
You might use this idea as the basis for the conclusion of your Essay 1. !
*************** 
DAY 5 !
• Read the Essay 1 Assignment Sheet. Reread all of your homework assignments until this 

point to help you collect your thoughts about the two advertisements that you’re comparing. 
• Write a draft of Essay 1 (this should be a complete draft). !!
*************** 
DAY 6 !
• Read pp 466-470 in The Allyn & Bacon Guide about introductions and “closed-form” thesis 

statements.  
• Class discussion. Your instructor will post a list of the whole class’s thesis statements for 

Essay 1. As a class you’ll decide which one is best and why. Go to “Class Discussion: 
Thesis Work, Essay 1” (on the menu to the left) and follow the directions. 

• Do the “Essay 1: Thesis Self-Evaluation” assignment (posted on menu to left). !
Essay 1: Thesis Self-Evaluation (10 points) !
Reread your paper. Identify your thesis statement. Based on what you’ve learned from the 
reading and class discussion, rewrite your thesis statement. Post your old thesis and your 
new thesis and explain why the new one is better. !!
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*************** 
DAY 7 !
• Read pp 452-455 in The Allyn & Bacon Guide. 
• Do the “Feedback Summary and Revision Plan” post (on menu to left). 
• Revise your essay based on your revision plan. 
• Post your revised essay for peer review (follow instructions under “Essay 1 – Instructions for 

Peer Review” on menu to left). !
Feedback Summary and Revision Plan !
This assignment is designed to help you create a plan for revising your Essay 1 draft. Follow the 
steps below. !
1. CAREFULLY read the comments that I made on Essay 1, Draft 1 (these will be posted by 9 
p.m. the evening before this is due). You can retrieve these by Clicking on Assignments | 
Graded and downloading the new document. I have made comments in the margins (using 
Microsoft Word’s “Insert Comments” feature), and I have included a grading rubric at the end of 
the paper. !
2. Summarize these comments in your own words. What are the biggest issues with the draft, 
according to these comments? What things are working (i.e., what does the draft do well)? !

3. Using these comments as a guide, create a numbered list of things that you plan to do to 
revise your draft. Note that generally these should be SUBSTANTIVE revisions - that is, in 
most cases the required revisions involve more research, and rewriting chunks of the paper. 
Be as concrete and specific as possible. This list will serve as a guide to help you revise 
your draft. !!

*************** 
DAY 8 !
• Complete the “Peer Review Sheet: Essay 1” assignment (on menu to left). 
• Revise your draft based on the feedback you got. Prepare to submit your Essay 1 Final 

Draft tomorrow. !
Peer Review Sheet: Essay 1 !
See “Essay 1 - Instructions for Peer Review” on Blackboard for the name of your partner and 
instructions for finding his/her Essay 1 draft. !
NAMES * 
Write “Reviewer = X; Author of Draft = Y" !
Introduction * 
Introductions make or break a reader’s desire to keep reading an essay (this is the main goal of 
good writing). Would you keep reading the paper after you’ve read your partner’s introduction? 
Why or why not? !
Introduction Checklist * 
Does the introduction contain the following elements? (Note: The introduction might span two 
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paragraphs.) 
  A “hook” - i.e., opening information that’s designed to engage or intrigue the reader. 
  An introduction of both advertisements (the product they’re advertising and what 

magazine they came from). 
  A thesis statement that makes a comparative claim about the differences or similarities 

in the approaches to selling their products taken by these advertisements. !
Thesis Statement * 
Copy and paste the writer’s thesis statement below. Evaluate it - how could it be improved? (is it 
too generic, lacking tension, uninteresting, confusing...?) !
Description of Ads * 
Imagine that you haven’t seen the ads that your partner is analyzing (maybe you don’t have to 
imagine this!). Are the ads described well enough in the essay that you understand what they 
look like without having seen them? If not, how could the description be improved? !
Quality of Analysis * 
Has the writer helped you understand something new about the ads? What? How could he/she 
improve the analysis by clarifying, deepening, expanding, or reorganizing the analysis? What’s 
missing or underdeveloped? !!
*************** 
DAY 9 !
• Post your final draft of Essay 1 to “SUBMIT Essay 1 Final” (on menu to left). This should be 

a draft that is complete and formatted according to the Guidelines for Formatting Essays 
(also on the menu to the left). 

• Complete the “Essay 1 Reflection and Self-Assessment” assignment (on menu to left). !
Essay 1: Reflection and Self-Assessment !
1.Write a short reflection of approximately 50-100 words about writing the essay. What did you 
find difficult or challenging, and why? What do you think the essay does well, and why? What do 
you want to continue to work on or improve in your next essays, and how do you plan to go 
about doing that? Is there anything in particular that you’d like your instructor to focus on while 
reading your final draft?  !
2. In a second statement of 50-100 words, explain your revision process for this essay: from the 
first draft to the final draft. Provide detailed explanations of what you changed and why. !
UNIT 2 (Rhetorical Analysis of an Argument) Daily Schedule !
*************** 
DAY 1 !
• Read pp 51-57 in The Allyn & Bacon Guide to Writing. 
• Do the “Collaborative Class Analysis: Analyzing Angle of Vision” assignment (link is on menu 

to the left). !
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Collaborative Class Analysis: Analyzing Angle of Vision (note: this was originally done as 
a Blackboard assignment) !
As a class, you will do a collaborative rhetorical analysis of two passages, contrasting the 
differences in each passage’s “angle of vision.”  !
1. Read the two passages about nuclear power on pp 65-66 in The Allyn & Bacon Guide.  !
2. Click on one of the two messages (depending on whether you want to help analyze Passage 
1 or Passage 2). Unless you’re the first person to post, read through the other posts to see what 
your classmates have written.  !
3.Use the factors posted in the tan box on the bottom of pg 66 along with the “Strategies for 
Constructing an Angle of Vision” on pp 56-57 to make one thoughtful, well-explained point about 
the angle of vision in ONE of the two passages. Write out and post this point (click “Reply” 
under the main message), making sure to include direct quotations from the passage you’re 
analyzing as evidence for your point.  !
4. YOU CANNOT MAKE THE SAME POINT AS SOMEONE ELSE (or else you won’t get credit 
for the discussion), so it’s in your best interest to get there early! !
*************** 
DAY 2 !
1. Read the Essay 2 Assignment Sheet. 
2. Do the “Prep Work for Essay 2: Critical Reading” assignment (link on menu to left). !

Prep Work for Essay 2: Critical Reading !
This assignment asks you to do the preparatory reading work that will help you successfully 
write a rhetorical analysis. Do the sequence of activities in Questions 1-2, then post a response 
to Question 3. !
1. Choose an article from the UNIT 2: Texts for Rhetorical Analysis folder in the Resources 
folder. You will choose ONLY ONE of these texts for your rhetorical analysis. Read the text, 
taking note of who wrote it, and where and when it was published. !
2. DIGITALLY ANNOTATE THE TEXT. Though it’s often more helpful to physically mark up a 
text (i.e., with a pencil), because we’re online we’re going to have to make do with marking up a 
text digitally. To do this, do the following things: !
a. Create a new Google Docs document (go to https://docs.google.com, click on “Create New” 
on the left, and then click “Document.”) 
b. Copy and paste the article you’re analyzing for Essay 2 into this Google Doc. (You might 
need to play around with font size, put in spaces between paragraphs, etc.) 
c. Use the HIGHLIGHT tool to highlight all the words and names you don’t know. Look up the 
definition online. Double click the word, then click on Insert | Comment, and type the definition 
into the box that pops up. 
d. BOLD the sentences and passages that state the author’s intention directly (see pg 56, under 
“Strategies for Constructing an Angle of Vision”). Click Insert|Comment to summarize for 
yourself what the author’s main point is. 
e. UNDERLINE the details that support the author’s main point (see pg 56). 
f. BOLD and CHANGE TO BLUE any words, phrases, or figurative language (metaphors, 
similes, and analogies) that indicates the author’s angle of vision (see pg 57). Click Insert|
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Comment to explain more specifically how these words/phrases convey angle of vision. !
3. Read back over what you’ve marked in the text. Now write and post a link to your annotated 
Google Doc AND a 200-word paragraph summarizing the text’s “angle of vision,” drawing on 
what you marked as evidence to support your points. (Remember to write your paragraph in 
Word and copy and paste it into the Create Message box.) !
*************** 
DAY 3 !
• Read the first three sections of Laura Bolin Carroll’s essay, “Backpacks vs. Briefcases: 

Steps toward Rhetorical Analysis.” (you can also use a chapter from Rhetorical Analysis). 
Pay special attention to the third section, called “The Rhetorical Situation, Or Discerning 
Context.” 

• Read Nicholas Kristof’s article “Watching Protesters Risk It All.” 
• Do the “Prep Work for Essay 2: Analyzing the Rhetorical Situation” writing assignment.  !

Prep Work for Essay 2: Analyzing the Rhetorical Situation !
Answer the following questions about the rhetorical situation of the article you chose as the 
basis for Essay 2 (see the section called “The Rhetorical Situation, or Discerning Context” in 
“Backpacks vs. Briefcases” for further explanation): !
1. What is the EXIGENCE of the article? In other words, what circumstances or conditions is the 
article responding to? What called for the article to be written at this time? !
2. Who is the AUDIENCE for the article? (That is, who does the author see himself writing to, 
and what clues in the text tell you that?) Why can this audience help address the problem that 
the author is talking about? !
3. What are the CONSTRAINTS for the article? That is, what sorts of things create limits to 

the way the discourse is delivered or communicated? What are these limits? !
*************** 
DAY 4 !
• Read pp 58-64 in The Allyn & Bacon Guide. 
• Read the rest of “Backpacks vs. Briefcases” (focus especially on the section “The Heart of 

the Matter – The Argument,” which begins on pg 52). 
• Do the “Prep Work for Essay 2: Analyzing Ethos, Pathos, and Logos” writing assignment. !

Prep Work for Essay 2: Analyzing Ethos, Pathos, and Logos !
First make sure that you’ve read pg 58-60 in the Allyn & Bacon Guide and the rest of 
“Backpacks vs. Briefcases.”  !
Then, using the article you’re analyzing for Essay 2, answer the following three sets of 
questions.  !
QUESTIONS ABOUT LOGOS: 
1. How is the argument organized, and what are the cues to this organizational pattern?  
2. How does the organization attempt to persuade the reader to accept the author’s message? 
3. What claims does the author make, and HOW does he/she make them?  
6. What evidence is used to support the claims?  
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7. What is the overall purpose of the article? What does the author want readers to BELIEVE or 
DO as a result of reading it? !
QUESTIONS ABOUT ETHOS: 
1. What perspective and biases does the author bring to this text?  
2. What authority does he or she have to produce this text?  
3. What does the author do within the text to establish credibility with the audience?  !
QUESTIONS ABOUT PATHOS 
1. What is the audience’s likely attitude towards the author’s subject matter?  
2. How does this attitude affect the way the author presents his or her message?  
3. What does the author do to appeal to the audience's emotions, values, or experiences? !
*************** 
DAY 5 !
• Read the Sample Rhetorical Analysis Essay: Kristof’s “Watching Protesters Risk It All.” 
• Reread the Essay 2 Assignment Sheet, the article that you’re using for Essay 2, and all of 

the Prep Work writing assignments that you’ve done this week. 
• Begin drafting your essay. You can use the sample essay as a model, if you like. !!

*************** 
DAY 6 !
Submit Draft 1 of Essay 2. This should be a draft that is complete and formatted according to 
the Guidelines for Formatting Essays. !
*************** 
DAY 7 !

• Do the “Feedback Summary and Revision Plan” assignment. 
• Class discussion. Your instructor will bring in a list of the whole class’s thesis 

statements for Essay 2. As a class you’ll decide which one is best and why. Go to “Class 
Discussion: Thesis Work, Essay 2” and follow the directions. 

• Do the “Essay 2: Thesis Self-Evaluation” assignment. 
• Revise your draft based on your revision plan. !

Class Discussion: Thesis Work, Essay 2 !
Below are a list of thesis statements from our writing community that are starting to come into 
focus but aren't quite there yet. But if we tried to place them into the structure used in the 
sample rhetorical analysis essay, they might get stronger. !
Sample Thesis:  
“By drawing a comparison between the events in Bahrain to a revolution near and dear to 
American hearts - i.e., the American Revolution of 1776 - Kristof delivers a powerful appeal for 
Americans to stand behind the pro-democratic enthusiasm of the Bahrainis.” !
Notice the structure: By (the author DOING something), the author ACCOMPLISHES 
something). !
Now read the list of thesis statements below, and create a post that answers the following 
questions: 
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!
1. Based on the structure above, what is your vote for the BEST thesis statement, and why? !
2. Choose three other thesis statements that you feel need to be made more focused and 
rewrite them based on the structure above. !
3. Once everyone has posted (i.e., by 2 p.m.), read through their revisions. Leave a comment 
on at least one other post and say whether you agree or disagree with the writer's revisions of 
the thesis statements. Explain either why you agree, or make another suggestion for how the 
thesis might be revised. !
4. Make sure you find your thesis statement and see what your classmates have said about it - 
then decide whether you want to use that revised thesis statement in your essay. !
THESIS STATEMENTS 
1. 
2. 
3. !
Essay 2: Thesis Self-Evaluation !
Reread your paper. Identify your thesis statement. Based on what you’ve learned from the 
reading and class discussion, rewrite your thesis statement. Write down your old thesis and 
your new thesis and explain why the new one is better. !
Feedback Summary and Revision Plan !
This assignment is designed to help you create a plan for revising your Essay 2 draft. Follow the 
steps below. !
1. CAREFULLY read the comments that I made on Essay 2, Draft 1. !
2. Summarize these comments in your own words. What are the biggest issues with the draft, 
according to these comments? What things are working (i.e., what does the draft do well)? !
3. Using these comments as a guide, create a numbered list of things that you plan to do to 
revise your draft. Note that generally these should be SUBSTANTIVE revisions - that is, in most 
cases the required revisions involve more research, and rewriting chunks of the paper. Be as 
concrete and specific as possible. This list will serve as a guide to help you revise your draft. !!
*************** 
DAY 8 !

• Bring in your draft for peer review. 
• Read pp 470-477 in The Allyn & Bacon Guide about writing good paragraphs; also read 

the document called “The Paragraph Cycle for Rhetorical Analysis” in preparation for 
peer review. !

Peer Review Sheet, Essay 2 (Rhetorical Analysis) !
This worksheet is designed to help you learn to critically read other’s writing. However, you can 
also use it afterward to assess your OWN Essay 2 draft.  !
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NAMES * 
In the space below, type "[Your Name], reviewing [Your Partner’s Name]" !
Introduction * 
Reread the introduction of your partner’s draft (this could be the first two paragraphs). Does it 
provide context for the paper? Does it fully introduce the article: the author’s name, article title, 
source, when the article appeared? Is there a thesis statement that makes a claim about WHAT 
the author is attempting to persuade the audience of and main rhetorical strategy by which he/
she does it? If not, indicate the problem below. !
Thesis * 
Find your partner’s thesis statement and copy and paste it in the space below. Below that, 
evaluate how well it identifies the dominant rhetorical strategy of the article being analyzed. 
Does it make a claim about what the author attempts to do in this article and how he/she 
attempts to do it? !
Topic Sentences * 
Read the beginning sentence of each paragraph. Just from reading the topic sentences, can 
you understand what each paragraph is arguing? Which topic sentences are weak? !
Paragraph Cycle * 
Read the six elements of good paragraphs on the “Paragraph Cycle – Rhetorical Analysis 
Essay” sheet, posted under Unit 2. Then, a) Copy and paste two paragraphs from your partner’s 
paper below; b) For each paragraph, put the number of the corresponding paragraph cycle 
element above at the end of each sentence in the paragraph. In other words, attribute a (#1) to 
the topic sentence, a (#2) to the explanation of the thesis, a (#3) to an example of the element, 
etc.; c.) Write a short analysis in the space below each paragraph discussing which of these 
elements was missing, misplaced, underdeveloped, or unclear. !
General Comments and Suggestions for Revision * 
In the space below, write two paragraphs to the author telling them 1) what is the best thing 
about the paper, and 2) what they most need to work on. !
Formatting * 
Go through the paper and check off whether the writer has each thing on the following 
formatting checklist: 

  12-point font, double spaced, 1-inch margins 
  Proper heading in left-hand corner (writer’s name, instructor’s name, English 101, Essay 

2, date) 
  Page numbers 
  Title (follow this format - “A Phrase that Conveys Your Analysis: A Rhetorical Analysis of 

[Author’s Name’s “Article Title”]) 
  Works Cited page in proper MLA format (see p8 579-589 in The Allyn & Bacon Guide) 
  Article titles in quotation marks (“Article Title”); names of magazines, websites, journals, 

books, newspapers in italics (Newspaper Title). 
  Author is introduced by first and last name, then after that referred to by LAST NAME 

ONLY. 
  The only words that are capitalized are the ones at the beginnings of sentences and 

proper nouns (see pg 711 in The Allyn & Bacon Guide. 
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!!
*************** 
DAY 9 !
• Post your final draft of Essay 2 to “SUBMIT Essay 2, Final Draft” (on menu to left). This 

should be a draft that is complete and formatted according to the Guidelines for Formatting 
Essays (also on the menu to the left). 

• Complete the “Essay 2 Reflection and Self-Assessment” assignment (on menu to left). !
Essay 2 Reflection and Self-Assessment !
Directions:  !
1.Write a short reflection of approximately 50-100 words about writing the essay. What did you 
find difficult or challenging, and why? What do you think the essay does well, and why? What do 
you want to continue to work on or improve in your next essays, and how do you plan to go 
about doing that? Is there anything in particular that you’d like your instructor to focus on while 
reading your final draft?  !
2. In a second statement of 50-100 words, explain your revision process for this essay: from the 
first draft to the final draft. Provide detailed explanations of what you changed and why. !
Assignment Sequence for Essay 3  
(Response to an Argument) !
************* 
Day 1 !

1. Read pp 87-99 in The Allyn & Bacon Guide.  
2. Do the “Class Discussion: Response to Pollan” assignment. 
3. Read the Essay 3 Assignment Sheet. 
4. Choose one of the articles available for Essay 3 (you can use any of 

the ones posted under UNIT 3: Articles for Response to an Argument 
in the Resources folder). I suggest that you read through all of them 
to find one that you can really “talk back to.” !

“Class Discussion: Response to Pollan” !
1. Take the opinion survey about global warming on pg 88 (just make a note of the 
answers for yourself for now). !
2. Read Pollan’s essay “Why Bother?” on pp 88-95. !
3. First, summarize what you see as the main point of Pollan’s article in a few 
sentences. Then share your response to Pollan with the class, using one of the 
following prompts:  
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-What were the most insightful or provocative points in the article? 
-To what extent did this change your thinking about the value of individual actions 
or about the impact of our individual lifestyles on climate change? 
-In what way did Pollan’s article cause you to reconsider one or more of your 
answers to the opinion survey? !
4. Respond to TWO of your classmates’ posts: one “with the grain” (agreeing and 
extending his/her point) and one “against the grain” (disagreeing with his her point 
and explaining why). !
************* 
Day 2 !

1. Read pp 100-104 and 114-117 in The Allyn & Bacon Guide. 
2. Do the “Prep Work for Essay 3: Rhetorical Reading and Summary” 

assignment, using the article you chose to respond to for Essay 3. 
Make sure to follow all of the steps!!! 

3. Write your summary of your article for homework. We’ll be using this 
as the basis for part of tomorrow’s work. !!

“Prep Work for Essay 3: Rhetorical Reading and Summary” !
Read the article that you’ve chosen to respond to for Essay 3 once through fairly 
quickly for general meaning. Then do the following activities. Remember to write 
your answers in a Word document and then copy and paste them into a message. !
1. PREVIEW THE TEXT. Answer the following questions: !
a. Who wrote this text? When and in what publication did it appear?  
b. Who is the audience for this text?  
c. What is this text about?  !
2. ANNOTATE THE TEXT. For each paragraph of the article, write down two “gist” 
statements: what the paragraph DOES and what it SAYS. See pp 114-115 in the 
textbook for an explanation. !
3. RHETORICALLY ANALYZE THE TEXT. Answer the following questions: !
a. What is the author’s purpose in writing this argument? What does he/she want 
the audience to think, believe, or do differently as a result of reading this? 
b. What is the main claim of the text? 
c. What reasons does the author provide to support the main claim?  
d. What support does the author provide for the main claim? (examples, statistics, 
analogies, etc.) 
e. How does the author attempt to appeal to the audience’s emotions as a 
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persuasive device? 
f. How does the author use his/her credibility or character as a persuasive device? !
************* 
Day 3 !

1. Do the “Class Discussion, Essay 3: Effective Summaries” assignment 
(on menu to left). 

2. Read pp 104-114 in The Allyn & Bacon Guide. 
3. Complete the “Essay 3 Prep Work: Generating a Response” 

assignment. !!!!
******************* 
Class Discussion, Essay 3: Effective Summaries !
1. Create a message. Title your post “[Your Name]’s Summary.”  !
2. Based on your close analysis from yesterday’s post, write a 200-250-word 
neutral summary of the article, one that is fair to the original author. This summary 
should be a substantial paragraph that first introduces the author, the title of the 
article, and the author’s thesis. Next, present what the author used as support for 
the thesis and any concessions. Remember to keep your opinion out of this step. A 
good summary is neutral.  !
3. Post your summary.  !
4. Read through the criteria listed under “Criteria for an Effective Summary...” on pg 
102 of the textbook. Choose one of your classmates’ summaries and using the 
criteria for good summaries, analyze the strengths and weaknesses of those 
summaries based on the criteria. !
5. Write a note to the writer (under Comments), telling them their summary’s 
strengths and weaknesses and make some suggestions for how they might revise 
their summary. !
6. Do the same thing for one other classmate (if someone has more than two 
comments posted, choose a different classmate to respond to). 
Essay 3 Prep Work: Generating a Response !
The following activities are designed to help you come up with a good, coherent 
argument in response to the article you chose as the basis for Essay 3.  !
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1. Open up a separate Word or word processing document so you don’t lose work in 
Blackboard (you can cut and paste your response into a message box once you’re 
finished).  !
2. Reread the essay that you’re using as the basis for Essay 3. Also look back over 
your annotations and the questions that you wrote in response to the last 
homework assignment. !
3. Answer ALL of the following questions (which come from pp 107-108 in the 
textbook) as thoroughly as you can - write A LOT (more than a sentence). This will 
help stimulate your thinking and generate some possible responses to the 
argument.  !
a. Where do I agree with this author? 
b. What new insights has this text given me? 
c. Where do I disagree with this author? 
d. What points has the author overlooked or omitted? 
e. What new questions or problems has the text raised? 
f. What are the limitations or consequences of this text? !
4. Which of the above questions most interests you, or generated the best 
response? (This will probably be the one that you develop into a full response.) !
************* 
Day 4 !

1. Read pp 118-121 in The Allyn & Bacon Guide. 
2. Complete the “Essay 3 Prep Work: Rereading for Ideas” assignment. 
3. Begin drafting Essay 3. !

Essay 3 Prep Work: Rereading for Ideas !
Read pp 118-121 in The Allyn & Bacon Guide, paying special attention to the 
“Strategies for Rereading to Stimulate Ideas for a Strong Response” on pg 119. !
Then answer the following questions: !
1. Name three “hot spots” in the article. 
2. Write down three questions that the article made you think about.  
3. Pick one of these questions and write for 5-7 minutes about your response to it. 
Especially write down the other questions that it triggers. 
4. Who is the author’s original audience, and how are you different? If you are 
different, how does this difference help you question the author’s underlying 
assumptions, values, and beliefs? !!
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!
************* 
Day 5 

Turn in Draft 1 of Essay 3 to “Submit Essay 3, Draft 1.” This should 
be a draft that is complete and formatted according to the Guidelines 
for Formatting Essays. !!

************* 
Day 6 !

1. Complete the “Essay 3 Feedback Summary and Revision Plan.”  
2. Read “As He Himself Puts It” (PDF file from They Say/I Say. 
3. Complete the “Essay 3 Revision Work: Using Source Material 

Effectively” assignment. 
  
Essay 3 Feedback Summary and Revision Plan !
This assignment is designed to help you create a plan for revising your Essay 3 
draft. Follow the steps below. !
1. CAREFULLY read the comments that I made on your first draft of Essay 3 (these 
will be posted by 9 p.m. the evening before this is due). !
2. Summarize these comments in your own words. What are the biggest issues with 
the draft, according to these comments? What things are working (i.e., what does 
the draft do well)? !
3. Using these comments as a guide, create a numbered list of things that you plan 
to do to revise your draft. Note that generally these should be SUBSTANTIVE 
revisions - that is, in most cases the required revisions involve more research, and 
rewriting chunks of the paper. Be as concrete and specific as possible. This list will 
serve as a guide to help you revise your draft. !
Essay 3 Revision Work: Using Source Material Effectively !
Directions: !
1. Read “As He Himself Puts It” (PDF, posted under Unit 3). !
2. Reread your Essay 3, Draft 1. Identify a paragraph in which you feel like the way 
you’ve used source material could be improved. Copy and paste the paragraph as is 
into the message box. !
3. Read through your classmates’ posted paragraphs, and choose one to comment 
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on and revise (pick one that nobody else has revised yet). !
4. Use the Comments feature to evaluate how well the author has done the 
following (these all come directly from the reading): 
-Quoted enough. 
-Quoted relevant passages. 
-Framed every quotation (formed a “quotation sandwich”). 
-Blended the original author’s words with his/her own. !
5. Rewrite the paragraph to the best of your ability, using the “Templates for 
Introducing Quotations” on pg 43 of the reading and the “Templates for Explaining 
Quotations” on pg 44. !!
************* 
Day 7 !

1. Instructor’s choice: style or organization workshop (base this on 
common issues in drafts). !!

************* 
Day 8 !
• Peer review day. (peer review sheet posted on wiki) !!
************* 
Day 9 !

1. Turn in the final draft of Essay 3. This should be a draft that is 
complete and formatted according to the Guidelines for Formatting 
Essays. 

2. Complete the “Essay 3 Reflection and Self-Assessment” 
Assignment. !

Essay 3 Reflection and Self-Assessment !
Directions:  !
1.Use the Compose Message button to open a message window. Use your name as 
the subject line of the message.  
2. Write a short reflection of approximately 50-100 words about writing the essay. 
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What did you find difficult or challenging, and why? What do you think the essay 
does well, and why? What do you want to continue to work on or improve in your 
next essays, and how do you plan to go about doing that? Is there anything in 
particular that you’d like your instructor to focus on while reading your final draft?  
3. In a second statement of 50-100 words, explain your revision process for this 
essay: from the first draft to the final draft. Provide detailed explanations of what 
you changed and why. !!
Unit 4 Daily Assignment Sequence !
************ 
Day 1 !
• Read pp 301-305 in The Allyn & Bacon Guide. 
• Complete the “Class Discussion: Example Synthesis” assignment. !

Class Discussion: Example Synthesis (15 points) !
1. Read the essays “Mobile Phone Tracking Scrutinized” and “Reach 

Out and Track Someone” on pp 302-305 of The Allyn & Bacon Guide. 
2. In your own words, describe each writer’s angle of vision and talk 

about what they have in common and where they differ. Then use 
these readings to formulate your own position on cell phone tracking. 
This should be around 200-250 words total. 

3. (Discuss in class.) !
************ 
Day 2 !
• Read pp 305-314 in The Allyn & Bacon Guide. 
• Read the Essay 4 Assignment Sheet. 
• Choose a set of articles to use for your Essay 4 (teachers: see 

Arguments for Essay 4 on the wiki). 
• Do “Essay 4 Prep Work: Summary and Rhetorical Analysis” assignment. !

Essay 4 Prep Work: Summary and Rhetorical Analysis (15 points) !
1. Read all of the articles under the “Room for Debate” topic you chose 

as the basis of Essay 4. 
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2. Choose the three articles that you found the most compelling. These 
will be the three articles you synthesize for your essay. 

3. For EACH article, write a 100-word summary, and another 100-150 
words analyzing the “angle of vision” of the text (i.e., the text’s 
rhetorical strategies: purpose, use of evidence, audience, appeals to 
logos, pathos, and ethos). 

4. Identify the “synthesis question” (see pp 310-11) that your essay will 
address. !

************ 
Day 3: Tuesday, July 26 !
• Read pp 314-317 in The Allyn & Bacon Guide. 
• Do “Essay 4 Prep Work: Comparing Texts.” !

Essay 4 Prep Work: Comparing Texts (15 points) !
Write a 250-300-word analysis that compares the angle of vision of the 
three articles you’re synthesizing for Essay 4. Use the following 
questions (taken from pp 313-314 of The Allyn & Bacon Guide) to help 
generate ideas: !
-What similarities and differences do you see in the way the authors 
choose to frame the issue they’re writing about? 
-What are the main similarities and differences in their angles of vision? 
-What commonalities and intersections related to your synthesis 
question do you see in their ideas? What contradictions and clashes do 
you see in their ideas? 
-On the subject of your synthesis question, how would Author A respond 
to Authors B and C? !

************ 
Day 4 !
• Read pp 316-318 in The Allyn & Bacon Guide. 
• Do the “Essay 4: Exploring Your Own Ideas” assignment. 
• Begin drafting for Essay 4, First Draft. !
Essay 4: Exploring Your Own Ideas (15 points) !
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1. Answer the following questions (taken from “Questions to Help You 
Develop Your Own Views” on pg 316). !
a.What do I agree with and disagree with in the three texts that I have 

analyzed? 
b.If I find one author’s perspective more valid, accurate, interesting, or 

useful than another’s, why is that? 
c.Related to my synthesis question, what new, significant questions do 

these texts raise for me? 
d.What is my current view on the focusing question that connects my 

texts and that all the texts explore? 
e.How would I position myself in the conversation of the texts? !

6. Now use the following two prompts to concisely articulate your position 
(note: these are possible thesis statements). !
I used to think ______________, but now I think _________________. 
Although these texts have persuaded me that _____________, I still 
have doubts about ____________. !

************ 
Day 5 !
• Read pp 317-321 in The Allyn & Bacon Guide. 
• Reread the student example of a synthesis essay on pp 307-310. 
• Read the “Tips for Organizing Your Synthesis Essay” sheet. 
• Turn in Essay 4, Draft 1. !
************ 
Day 6 !
• Peer review day. 
• Complete the “Peer Review Sheet: Essay 4” with a partner. !
************ 
Day 7 !
• Do the “Feedback Summary and Revision Plan: Essay 4.”  
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• Revise your essay based on the feedback you get on your draft, and 
from your own careful rereading of your work (you can also use the 
Peer Review Sheet to review your own work).  !

************ 
Day 8  !
• Post the final draft of Essay 4 to “SUBMIT Essay 4, Final Draft 

here” (on menu to left). This should be a draft that is complete and 
formatted according to the Guidelines for Formatting Essays (also on 
the menu to the left). 

• Complete the “Essay 4 Reflection and Self-Assessment” Assignment 
(on the menu to the left). !!!


