
POLS 101: American National Government 
Fall 2017 

Instructor    Clint Evans 
    Class: Monday-Friday second semester  50 minute periods. 
    Email: cevans@castlefordschools.org 
      
Overview 

This course is designed to introduce students to the basic structures and processes of  
American national government. We will begin this course by examining the creation and evolution 
of  the US Constitution. We will go on to discuss how different political institutions, such as 
federalism, bicameralism, presidentialism, Congressional and presidential elections, the bureaucracy, 
and the courts, function in the US political system. We will also discuss the role that political parties, 
interest groups, the media, and voters play in the political process. We will also discuss the state of  
civil liberties, civil rights, economic policy, social policy, and foreign policy in the US. Throughout 
the semester, we will be describe how the US government works, but also learn why the government 
functions as it does. 

In this course, it is important to remember that when we are discussing the causes of  
political outcomes, there are no “right” or “wrong” answers. Instead, there are many arguments 
about what exactly influences political outcomes. It is each student’s job is to know, understand, and 
critique these arguments, as well as weigh the evidence that supports them. In addition, it is each 
student’s job to formulate their own arguments about the causes of  political outcomes and provide 
their own evidence. 

In this course, course material will come from two sources: assigned readings and lectures. 
Lectures will in part include material from the assigned readings and material from outside sources. 
Grades will be based three exams, reading quizzes, and a short essay assignment. 

Student Learning Goals 

By the end of  the course, students should be able to: 

(1) Explain the purpose and scope of  the field of  political science 
(2) Identify the basic functions of  government 
(3) Identify and explain the circumstances that led to the Constitutional Convention of  1787 
(4) Outline the major provisions of  the Constitution 
(5) Understand how the Constitution has evolved over time 
(6) Describe and explain how federalism works in the United States 
(7) Explain how civil liberties work in the United States 
(8) Understand what public opinion is, how it is measured, and identify how it affects decision 

making at the federal level 
(9) Describe and explain how mass media has evolved over time and explain how it influences 

the political process in the United States 
(10)Describe and explain the roles that political parties play in American politics 
(11)Identify the major rules surrounding Congressional and Presidential elections, and how they 

influence representation 
(12)Identify factors that influence voters’ choices 
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(13)Understand the role that interest groups play in the American political system 
(14)Describe the legislative process in American national government 
(15)Understand how laws are implemented in the United States 
(16)Understand the structure and role of  the courts in American politics 

University Learning Outcomes 

POLS 101 is included in the Boise State University Foundational Studies Program. It satisfies three 
credits of  the Foundational Studies Program’s Disciplinary Lens in the Social Science (DL-S) 
requirement. POLS 101 also satisfies University Learning Outcome 11, which requires students to 
apply knowledge and the methods of  inquiry to explain and evaluate human behavior and 
institutions. 

Required Textbooks 

Bauer, Monica.  2001. American Government, Readings and Responses.  Belmont, California.  Wadworth/
Thomson Learning.   

McClenaghan.  2011 Magruder’s American Government.  Pearson 

Bermon, Ari.  Give us the Ballot, the modern struggle for voting rights in America.  2015.  FGS Books.  New 
York.   

Keyssar, Alexander. The Right to Vote.  2000  Basic Books Philadelphia Pa.   

Fawcett, Millicent Women’s Suffrage A short History of  a Great Movement.   

Additional Sources: 

Bianco, William T. and David T. Canon. 2013. American Politics Today, Third Edition. New York: W.W. 
Norton & Company. 

Kollman, Ken. 2014. Readings in American Politics, Analysis and Perspectives, Third Edition. New York: 
W.W. Norton & Company. 

Arthur Kleinkipf  Detention Center Diary 1943.  Minidoka Internment National Monument.  Idaho.   

Levin.  Civil Procedure 2010.  Elangal Press.  

Grade Evaluation  

Reading Quizzes     20%   
Exams       60% 
Short Essay Assignment    20% 

Reading Quizzes 
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There will be 12 reading quizzes in this course. These quizzes are all open book, open notes, and are 
untimed. However, students must work on the quizzes on their own.   

Each quiz will include multiple choice questions based on the readings from the textbooks. In order 
to successfully complete each quiz, students should know all the bold terms from the readings. They 
should also know how to briefly summarize the titles and subtitles in each chapter, as well as 
summarize the special topic boxes and the graphs. With respect to the Readings in American Politics, 
Analysis and Perspectives text, students should be able to summarize the main take away message(s) 
from each reading. They should also be able to explain how the readings from the text apply to the 
American Politics Today chapter that they read for the same quiz. 

Exams 
There will be three in class exams in this course. The exams will include content the readings and the 
lectures. Each exam will be a combination of  multiple-choice questions and one essay. In the essay 
portion of  the exam, students will have to answer one of  three potential essay questions. 

Short Essay Assignment 
There will be one 3-5 page typed essay assignment in this course. The instructor will hand out 
potential essay topics in class.  Each essay topic will be based on Civil Rights, Economic Policy, 
Social Policy, Foreign Policy, Expansion of  Voting, and The Role of  Voting in a Democracy. 

Final Grades 

All grades will be posted on Blackboard. All final letter grades in this course are based on the 
following numerical grades: 

A+  97-100 
A  93-96 
A-  90-92 
B+   87-89 
B  83-86 
B-  80-82 
C+  77-79 
C  73-76 
C-  70-72 
D+  67-69 
D  63-66 
D-  60-62 
F  0-59 

Academic Honesty 

Cheating and plagiarism are serious offenses. Any student caught cheating or plagiarizing on any 
writing assignment, quiz, or exam will automatically receive a grade of  0. Students cannot resubmit 
an assignment or retake an exam for a grade if  s/he cheat or plagiarize. Further, upon the discretion 
of  the instructor, cheating or plagiarism cases will be officially reported to the college.  
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Visit the following websites for more details about academic honesty: http://
deanofstudents.boisestate.edu/student-code-of-conduct/ http://deanofstudents.boisestate.edu/scp-
codeofconduct-article4/ 

Expectations 

Each student should (1) read before class, (2) arrive to class on time, (3) bring their textbooks to 
class, (4) ask questions, (5) complete assignments on time, and (6) contact instructor for help. 
Furthermore, students are expected to speak in a respectful manner everyone in the classroom. The 
instructor reserves the right to ask a student to leave class if  s/he are disruptive. If  a student is asked 
to leave, then s/he will have to meet with the instructor outside of  class before s/he is allowed back 
in class. 

Technology and Electronic Devices 

No audio or video recording of  lecture and discussion is authorized in this class without the 
instructor’s approval.  To record without the specific written consent of  all class members is 
unethical and violates their expectations of  an open atmosphere in the classroom.  Students are 
expected to use their school provided devices for school related work.   

Accommodations 

Students with disabilities needing accommodations to fully participate in this class should contact 
the Educational Access Center (EAC). All accommodations MUST be approved through the DRC. 
Please stop by Administration 114 or call 208-426-1583 to make an appointment with a disability 
specialist. To learn more about the accommodation process, visit their website at:  https://
eac.boisestate.edu

Reviews
Students need to complete a review of the class online through Boise State University as provided by 
instructor when the review period opens at the end of the semester.  The student review is confidential and 
will not be made known to the instructor until the next semester and will help in instruction and student 
engagement.  

Schedule (Subject to Change)

Week 1: Introduction to the Course; Political Science and American Politics 

Introduction to Class

Political Science and American Politics

Weeks 2-3: The Constitution and Voting Federalism 

The Constitution

!4

http://deanofstudents.boisestate.edu/student-code-of-conduct/
http://deanofstudents.boisestate.edu/scp-codeofconduct-article4/
https://eac.boisestate.edu


Federalism
Weeks 4-5: Civil Liberties and Voting Exam 1 
Civil Liberties 
Voting  
Exam 1 

Week 6: Public Opinion and the Media
Public Opinion 
The Media

Weeks 7-8: Political Parties 
Political Parties 
How Political Parties shape attitudes about politics

Weeks 8-9: Elections 

Elections
Interest Groups 

Weeks 10-11: Exam 2 and Congress 

Exam 2 Review
 Exam 2  
Congress 

Weeks 12-13The Presidency/ The Bureaucracy 

The Presidency
The Bureaucracy

Week 14-15: The Courts and Public Policy 

The Courts 
The Courts (cont.) / Short Essay Assignment Discussion 
Public Policy

Weeks 16-17 Public Policy (cont.)/ Exam 3 Review 

Public Policy (cont.) 
Exam 3 Review 

Week 18 Final Exam Review and Final Exam 
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