
English 175: Introduction to Literary Genres  
Campus Instructor: Elly Loman  
University of Idaho Liaison: Aaron Schab  

Course Description 
This course covers three major genres of literature: fiction, drama, and poetry. This class 
requires you to read extensively from these genres, to learn and use vocabulary related to 
literature studies, and to increase your appreciation and understanding of various texts.  

Course Objectives 
By the end of this course, you should be able to  

1.  Speak intelligently about literature and discuss literature using appropriate vocabulary.  
2.  Explain how literature “works.”  
3. Make connections between literature and your own life in ways that enlarge your 

understanding of the human condition.  
4.  Understand the continuing relevance of literature of society.  
5. Develop close reading skills that can be demonstrated through excellent written work. 
6.  Love reading great literature.  

Expectations 
The expectations in this course are common sense ones that are similar to other teachers’. 
Students are expected to:  

• Follow all district rules  
• Be in their desks when the tardy bell rings 
• Arrive to class prepared with their textbook(s), iPad, paper, and a pen or pencil 
• Keep their hands, feet, and possessions to themselves 
• Not talk when the teacher or another student is talking 
• Complete and submit assignments on time 
• Put forth their best effort 
• Students are not permitted to use their cell phones in the classroom. It is policy 

that if students are caught using their phones, the devices will be confiscated, and the 
student will not be allowed to retrieve it. Only a parent/guardian can pick it up from the 
office.  

Materials Needed 
• Students should have a copy of The Norton Introduction to Literature (Kelly J. Mays). 

Readings will be taken from this textbook. Bring your textbook to class with you 
everyday; you will need it to participate in discussions and activities.  

• Notebook paper  
• Pen or pencil  



What to Expect 
You will not need your cell phone for this class. You may use your iPad for some reading 
assignments and for writing assignments. 

Attendance 
Because this is an active, discussion-based class, it is vital that you attend each class. (You must 
also be on time. It is disruptive and disrespectful to arrive late for class). You earn points in 
nearly every class session (either via a quiz or a group discussion/activity). If you miss class, you 
lose those points and cannot make them up. 
  
Students who will miss class for official, school-sanctioned activities (traveling for athletics, 
academic competitions, field trips, etc.) must make arrangements with me in advance. 
Students who miss class due to illness must make up any missed work. 

If you miss class, it is your responsibility to ask another student what was covered in class.  

Participation 
This class requires active participation. You must be prepared for class and ready to volunteer. 
Do your reading assignments in advance, bring your textbook to class, be ready to share ideas, 
and be willing to engage in the group discussions/activities. Your participation is a graded 
element of the class. 

Close Reading Assignments 
The heart of literary studies lies in close reading, and close reading forms a major component 
of the assignments you submit for this class. To practice your close reading, you will write four 
short close reading assignments (one-two pages each) that will respond to texts on the 
syllabus. Each of these assignments will discuss a passage from one assigned text in light of 
one the literary vocabulary terms that you have learned in the unit.  

Group Discussions/Activities 
Although this course is designed to emphasize individual effort, it is important for students in 
college-level courses to engage in collaborative learning. Group discussions and group 
activities will come in a number of forms. I may ask your group to answer a specific question 
about the reading material and present the answer to the rest of the class, or to write an 
imitation of specific literary style, or perform a short act from a Shakespeare play. There will be 
a group discussion/activity or a quiz more often than not, so always be prepared for class.  

Quizzes 
Nearly once a week, you will complete a quiz focused on reading selections, key vocabulary 
terms, and in-class discussions and lectures. The quizzes are intended to test your reading 
comprehension as well as the material covered in the classroom. The questions will be an 
assortment of multiple choice, true/false, fill-in-the-blank, and short answer. Quizzes are not 



announced in advance, and getting a quiz on Monday doesn’t necessarily mean there won’t 
also be a quiz on Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, or Friday. 

Exams  
You will take three exams in this course, one for each genre unit: fiction, poetry, and drama. You 
can expect each exam to take 30-45 minutes to complete, with questions focused on reading 
comprehension and key terms. A study guide will be provided for each exam.  
  
Final Essay 
An important component of learning about literature is writing about literature, which is why 
this course is geared toward active learning (writing and discussing the works you read). You 
will write one persuasive essay for this class (3-4 pages). Your essay will build upon an idea 
you first raise in one of your close readings to offer a persuasive interpretation of a text(s). The 
final essay serves as a capstone for the course. 

Course Grade: Your grade is weighted as follows: 

Dates and Deadlines 
This is a college-level course. Even though many of you are busy with your other courses, with 
extra-curricular activities, and with family commitments, the due dates in this class are firm. Do 
not fall behind on your reading, or you will probably experience a great deal of stress in trying 
to get caught up.  
You can read ahead to help you when you know you’ll be busy with other commitments.  

Components Percentage

Close Reading Assignments 
(100 points)

20%

Group Discussions/Activities 
(100 points)

20%

Quizzes 
(100 points)

20%

Exams 
(150 points)

30%

Final Essay  
(50 points)

10%

Final Grade 100%



Extra Credit  
Extra credit is not offered in this class.  

Plagiarism  
Do not plagiarize. Plagiarism is when you submit work that is wholly or partially not your own. 
Do not have others do your work for you. Don’t copy and paste things from the Internet. Don’t 
borrow people’s ideas without giving them credit for it.  
If you’re caught plagiarizing, you’ll receive an automatic zero for the course--both at the high 
school and collegiate level. You may also face disciplinary consequences.  

Language Proficiency  
Students enrolled in this course are expected to have a proficient level of reading/writing skills 
in the English language. If English is your second language and/or you struggle with grammar 
or reading comprehension, English 175 is not designed to help you with these problems. 

Student Conduct 
The University of Idaho’s student code of conduct exists to educate students in understanding 
their rights and responsibilities as members of a safe, civil, and ethical academic community. It 
applies to all registered students, including dual credit students. Complete information can 
be found at www.uidaho.edu/DOS/judicialaffairs/studentcodeofconduct.  

Other Information  
I am available to help you and to offer you advice as the need arises. Simply make an 
appointment with me outside of class.  


