
5th Grade Music Scope & Sequence !
Unit 1-Weeks 1-5:  Dynamics-identify soft/loud, use for expression & balance.  Tone 
color-identify different tone colors, play classroom instruments, listen to orchestral 
instruments.  Tempo-identify, importance of correct tempo.  Rhythm-identify beat & 
strong beat in 2/4 & 4/4 time, distinguish between beat and rhythm, identify & perform 
quarter rests, quarter & eighth notes, fermatas.  Pitch-identify high vs. low, melodic 
direction.  Texture-sing songs in unison, in rounds, or with descants.  Form-AA, AB 
form, theme and variations, call/response, D.C. al fine.  Style-early American and 
westward expansion, folk songs. !
Unit 2-Weeks 6-8: Dynamics-crescendo & decrescendo.  Tone color-characteristics of 
American work and folk songs, varying tone color of voices and instruments, vowel 
sounds & their tone color.  Tempo-identify different types.  Rhythm-half and whole notes, 
staccato & legato.  Pitch-Do, the tonal center, and Sol & La.  Texture-sing with ostinato 
patterns, speech and song cannons, accompaniment.  Form-AB form, phrases.  Style-
railroad, play/party, folk songs, Halloween, orchestral tone poem, blues, jazz, vocal 
improvisation. !
Unit 3-Weeks 9-12:  Dynamics-pianissimo, piano, forte, fortissimo, singing loudly but 
safely.  Tone color-American folk instruments, classroom instruments, orchestral 
instruments.  Tempo-allegro, presto, lento.  Rhythm-strong and weak beat in 4/4 time, 2/4 
& 6/8 time, dotted quarter notes, syncopated rhythms, eighth note and sixteenth note 
combinations.  Pitch-tonal center in major and minor, Do, Re, Mi, Sol, La.  Texture-sing 
songs with descants and rounds, accompany two and three chord songs with Orff or other 
pitched instruments.  Form- AABA, interludes.  Style-native American, pioneer, cowboy 
and Thanksgiving songs. !
Unit 4-Weeks 13-15:  Dynamics-mezzo piano and mezzo forte.  Tone Color-unpitched 
percussion instruments and their stylistic use.  Tempo-allegro, presto, lento.  Rhythm-3/4 
time.  Pitch-major and minor scales.  Texture-partner songs.  Form-main themes in 
orchestral compositions, same/different phrases within those themes.  Style-calypso style 
music, holiday and seasonal.   !
Unit 5-Weeks 16-20:  Dynamics-review.  Tone Color-percussion instruments of the 
orchestra.  Tempo-review.  Rhythm-single eighth notes, 2/2 and 6/4 time.  Pitch-high Do 
& Fa, Dorian mode.  Texture-listen for thick and thin textures.  Form-rondo, 1st, 2nd, and 
3rd endings.  Style-seasonal songs, chants, spirituals, 20th century orchestral music. !
Unit 6-Weeks 21-23:  Dynamics-review.  Tone Color-band vs. orchestra. Tempo-
ritardando and accelerando.  Rhythm-single eighth rests, count numerically in traditional 
time signatures, dotted eighth notes.  Pitch-major and minor triads/chords, Do, Re, Mi, 
Fa, Sol, La.  Texture-sing in two part harmony.  Form-verse/refrain form (AB), march 



form.  Style-Civil War era songs, African American songs, band music, patriotic music, 
Broadway show tunes. !
Unit 7-Weeks 24-29:  Dynamics-review and use for balance.  Tone Color-folk 
percussions instruments, “found” sound.  Tempo-moderato.  Rhythm-order notation from 
shortest to longest, characteristic rhythms of the 1920’s.  Pitch-review.  Texture-melody 
alone, melody with accompaniment.  Form-apply understanding of learned forms and 
apply to other areas such as dance, architecture, visual art.  Style-Dixieland jazz, 19th and 
20th century musical styles. !
Unit 8-Weeks 30-36:  Dynamics-use in original compositions.  Tone Color-review four 
instrument families of the orchestra, learn about computerized and electronic music.  
Rhythm-review.  Pitch-key signatures, identify key of C, learn function of flats and 
sharps, movable Do.  Texture-identify melodies together.  Form-review.  Style-American 
music of the 1950’s, 60’s, 70’s and 80’s.


