
 UNIVERSITY OF IDAHO ENGLISH 101:  
INTRODUCTION TO COLLEGE WRITING 

INSTRUCTOR AND FACULTY LIAISON 

High School Dual Credit Teacher: Elly Loman, eloman@castlefordschools.org 

University of Idaho Faculty Liaison:  Barbara Kirchmeier, barbara@uidaho.edu 

COURSE GOALS AND LEARNING OUTCOMES 

English 101 is an introductory college-level composition course that focuses on strategies for critical 
reading, generating ideas for writing, planning and organizing material, and for revising and editing. It is 
intended to prepare you for the demands of college reading and writing. In this course, we focus on reading 
critically, understanding the basics of rhetoric (the art of communicating effectively to audiences), 
controlling writing with a main idea, and beginning to properly incorporate source material into your own 
writing.  

By the end of the course, a successful student should be able to... 

• Quickly and accurately grasp the main point of college-level and professional prose. 

• Understand how rhetors (writers, speakers, advertisers, etc.) present their ideas in view of their 
probable purposes, audiences, and occasions. 

• Develop a central idea or argument logically, supporting and illustrating it clearly. 

• Understand the basics of how to present ideas as related to, but clearly distinguished from, those of 
others: i.e., paraphrasing, summarizing, and correctly citing and documenting borrowed material. 

• Understand the basics of synthesizing arguments. 

• Use a variety of strategies for generating ideas and arguments. 

• Understand that writing is a process, one that requires continuing and recursive invention, rereading, 
and revision processes. 

• Know and be able to use several strategies for revising effectively. 

• Proofread accurately in order to produce writing that maintains the conventions of Standard Edited 
English. 

• Give and receive constructive feedback from peers. 

• Use electronic environments for drafting, reviewing, revising, editing, and sharing texts. 

Of course, we expect that you’ll be able to do some of these things already. 

UNIVERSITY OF IDAHO STUDENT CODE OF CONDUCT 

PLEASE NOTE: The University of Idaho’s student code of conduct exists to educate students in 
understanding their rights and responsibilities as members of a safe, civil, and ethical academic community.  
It applies to all registered students, including dual credit students.  Complete information can be found 
at www.uidaho.edu/DOS/judicialaffairs/studentcodeofconduct 
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DEADLINES 

The university has certain deadlines of which you need to be aware if you want to drop the course at some 
point during the term.  These dates are posted on the Dual Credit website (www.dualcredit.uidaho.edu) 
under Dates & Deadlines.  It is your responsibility as a U-Idaho Dual Credit student to know these dates. 

Go to the site, find the dates that pertain to your high school and enter them on this syllabus in the 
appropriate sections below.  Then have your teacher verify they are correct.  Please Note: This is a 
requirement of the course. 

Last day to drop the course without a W and receive 100% refund:  _________________ 

Last day to withdraw from the course with a grade of W; no refund: _________________ 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

There will be four major writing projects, plus a final portfolio. 
• Unit 1: Rhetorical Artifact Journal + Memo 
• Unit 2: Rhetorical Analysis of a Written Text 
• Unit 3: Rhetorical Analysis of a Visual Text 
• Unit 4: Synthesizing Arguments 
• Unit 5: Persuasive Portfolio 

GRADING 

This is a pass/fail course at the University of Idaho, meaning that the only passing grade is a P. Non-passing 
grades are an N (for No Pass) or F (for failure).  

You will receive scores on all four of your major essays, on drafts of all the essays, and on all your daily 
assignments from your high school instructor. In the last weeks of the term, you will prepare your writing 
portfolio, which will determine your grade in the University of Idaho course. 

Your Final Grade in the Course: Your final grade is comprised of two parts—a grade from your course 
instructor (me) and the evaluation of your final portfolio (assessed by faculty in the English department at 
the University of Idaho).  

First, you must get a grade of 70% or higher in order to receive a Pass (P) from your instructor. 

Secondly, you will submit a final portfolio that represents your best work in English 101 as evidence of your 
readiness to move into English 102.  Two other University of Idaho English department faculty will evaluate 
your final portfolio, assigning grades of either Pass (P) or Not Ready/No Pass (N).  You must earn a Pass (P) 
on the portfolio in order to pass English 101.  A rating of Pass on your final portfolio means that your writing 
demonstrates readiness for the challenges in English 102. 

If the grade recommended by your course instructor conflicts with the grade you have earned on your final 
portfolio, the Writing Committee (WC) will read your portfolio and decide whether you can pass the course. 
Your final grade in the course will be determined in the following manner: 
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In other words, you must earn a Pass on your portfolio in addition to the work you did during the term in 
order to pass English 101. It is possible to do passing work during the term but not produce a passing 
portfolio. In such a case, you will earn an N (Not Ready/No Pass) in the course, and you will have to retake 
the entire course. For this reason, it is very important to take the final portfolio seriously. 

Your instructor will recommend an F in the course if you fail to submit any major assignments or if you fail 
to submit homework that constitutes the process points under each essay assignment.  

If you withdraw from the course before the last day to drop the course without a W, nothing will appear on 
your transcript. If you stay registered for the course after that date, you will receive one of the following 
grades. Only the P is a passing grade.  

Instructor Grade Reader 1 Reader 2 Final Grade

P P P P

P P N P

P N P P

P N N WC Review

N P P WC Review

N P N N

N N P N

P No Portfolio No Portfolio F

F P P F

   P Stands for Pass. A P has no effect on your GPA, but you earn three credits toward the 128 
you need to graduate. You must earn a grade of 70% or higher and pass your final portfolio 
to earn this grade in the end.

   W Stands for Withdrawal. 

    N Stands for No Credit or No Pass. It also means “Not Ready for English 102.”  A grade of N has 
no effect on your GPA, but it does mean that you need to take the course again. 

    F Stands for Failure. A grade of F has a negative effect on your GPA. If you fail to hand in any 
major writing assignment or do not make a good-faith effort on your in-classwork, you will 
automatically earn an F.  An F is assigned to students who fail to submit the required work.

    I Stands for Incomplete. Under very unusual circumstances you could be assigned an 
Incomplete in the course if an emergency, accident, illness or death occurs within the last two 
weeks of the semester that make it impossible for you to complete the course. In such a case, 
we will arrange a reasonable contract that stipulates the timeframe in which you will 
complete the requirements of the course.
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POLICY ON PLAGIARISM IN ENGLISH 101 

At the University of Idaho, we assume you will do your own work and that you will work with your instructor 
on improving writing that is your own.  Plagiarism—using someone else’s ideas or words as yours own without 
proper attribution--is a serious matter. 

The Council of Writing Program Administrators defines plagiarism in the following way: “In an instructional 
setting, plagiarism occurs when a writer deliberately uses someone else’s language, ideas, or other original 
(not common-knowledge) material without acknowledging its source. This definition applies to texts 
published in print or on-line, to manuscripts, and to the work of other student writers.” (From “Defining and 
Avoiding Plagiarism:  The WPA Statement on Best Practices,” http://wpacouncil.org/node/9).

THE CONSEQUENCES OF PLAGIARISM:

If evidence of plagiarism is found in student work in English 101, the instructor is empowered by Regulation 
0-2 of the general catalog to assign a grade of F for the course, a penalty that may be imposed in 
particularly serious cases. In most cases of plagiarism, the instructor will also make a complaint to the Dean 
of Students Office, which is responsible for enforcing the regulations in the Student Code of Conduct. So in 
addition to the academic penalty of receiving an F in the course, you may also be subject to other 
disciplinary penalties, which can include suspension of expulsion. Although such severe penalties are rarely 
imposed for first-time offenders, the Dean of Students Office maintains disciplinary records as part of a 
student’s overall academic record.

Instructors may demonstrate that a paper involves plagiarism in two ways: 10 by identifying the source, and 
2 by showing the discrepancy of style between previous papers and the paper I questions.

If a paper involves misuse of sources or other materials--which the CWPA defines as when a writer 
“carelessly or inadequately [cites] ideas and words borrowed from another source”-- the instructor may ask 
you to rewrite the paper, using correct forms of documentation.

When you need to use words or ideas from another person—whether an idea, a picture, a powerful 
statement, a set of facts, or an explanation—cite your source! 
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